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A Very Brief Histor
of San Francisco/

ocatedat the entrance to the San Francisco Bay, the,
‘history of the city today known as San Francisco|

same boundaries §

land for the establist f y small vill

ithese early Native Americans were known as the Ohlone, and

. Collectively

ithe language they spoke belonged to the Miwok family. Their
ltrade patterns included places as far away as Baja California|
the Mojave Desert and Yosemite. |

The first Europeans t
were Sir Francis Drake and his crew, in 1579. They mapped
the coast and called the cliffs by the bay Nova Albion, but the|
British made little effort to claim or settle the land.y

‘The earliest Europ lonial prises came from Spai

hat would bec San Francisco|

IThe Spanish found this location to be of great strategic signifi
lcance, both for trade and defense. When the Spanish arrived
ithey began the missionization of some 10,000 Ohlone whol

lalready lived there, eventually displacing them altogether. The
\Missi S. F de Asi: h? M.

isc Dolores|

because of its nearness to a creek named after Our Lady of

nearby, began to attract American settlers. In 2838, Richardson,
petitioned and received a large land grant in Marin County|
and, in 1843, he moved there to take up residence at Ranche
Sauselito. Richardson Bay to the north bears his names |

The British Empire briefly entertained the idea of purchast
ing the bay from Mexico in 2842, claiming it would "Secure to
Great Britain all the ad f th

for her commercial speculations in time of peace, and in war|

port in the Pacific

for more easily securing her maritime ascendency”, However

about 240 Mormon pioneers from the East coast arrived on the
ship Brooklyn, led by Sam Brannan. Brannan, also a member

the United States on July 7, 1846, during the Mexican-American
War, and US Navy Captain John Berrien Montgomery and US
Marine Second Licutenant Henry Bulls Watson of the USS
Portsmouth arrived to daim Yerba Buena two days later by
raising the fag over the town plaza, which is now Portsmouth
Square in honor of the ship. Henry Bulls Watson was placed in)
command of the garrison there. In August 1846, Lt, Washington
A. Bartlett was named alcalde of Yerba Buena. On January
30, 1847, Lt. Bartlett's proclamation changing the name Yerba,
Buena to San Francisco tock effect. The ity and the rest of
California officially became American in 1848 by the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo, which ended the Mexican-American War,
California was admitted to the US. as a state on September g,
1850 the State of California soon chartered San Franciseo,
as both a City and a Countys

Situated at the tip of a windswept peninsula without water
or fireweod, San Francisco lacked most of the basic facilities

for a 1gth century settlement. These natural disadvantages|
forced the town's residents to bring water, fuel and food to
the site. The first of many envi 1 ions was
thecity's reliance on filled marshlands for real estate. Much of
the present downtown is built over the former Yerba Buena
Cove, granted to the ity by military governer Stephen Watts
Kearny in 18477

The gold rusht

of San Francisco increased from 1,000 to 25,000. The rapid
growth continued through the 18505 and under the influ-

Mississippi River, until it lost that title to Los Angeles in 1920,

The population boom included many workers from
China who came to wark in the geld mines and later on the
T | Railroad. The Chi district of the city
became and is still one of the largest in the country; the city
as a whele is roughly one-fifth Chinese, one of the largest
concentrations outside of China. Many businesses founded
to service the growing population exist today, notably Levi
Strauss & Co. clothing, Ghirardelli chocolate, and Wells Farge
‘bank. Many famous railroad, banking, and mining tycoons on

“robber barons” such as Charles Crocker, Mark Hopkins, Collis
P Huntington, and Leland Stanford settled in the city in its
Nob Hill neighborhood. The sites of their mansions are now

famous and expensive San Francisco hotels (Mark Hopkins|
Hotel and the Huntington Hotel)s
As in many mining towns, the social climate in early

San Francisco was chaotic. Committees of Vigilance were
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A Spanish exploration party, led by Don Gaspar de Portold, arviving on November 2, 1769, was the first documented European visit |

to San Francisco Bay, claiming it for $pain as part of the Viceroyalty of New Spain. Seven years later a $panish mission, Mission San |

Franciseo de Asis (Mission Dolores), was established with a small settlernent, and an associated military fort was built in what is now
B the Presidio,

In 1786 French explorer, the Comte de la Pérouse visited San Francisco and left a detatled sccount of it Six years later, in 1792 Brit-
ish explorer Gearge Vancouver also stopped in San Francisco, in part, according to his journal, to spy on the Spanish settlements in
the area. In addition to Western European sailors, Russian colonists also visited the Bay area. From 1770, lasting through 1841, Rus- |
sia colonized an area that ranged from Alaska south to Fort Ross in Sonoma County, California. The naming of San Francisco’s Russi
an Hill netghborhood {s attributed to the remains of Russian fur-traders and sailors found there.

Upon independence from Spain in 1821, the area became part of Mexico, In 1835, Englishman William Richardson erected the first

I diate vicinity of the Mission Dolores, near a boat anchorage around what is today Ports-
mouth Square, Together with Mission Alcalde Francisco de Haro, he laid out a street plan for the expanded settlement, and the town,
named Yerba Buena after the herb, which was named by the missionaries that found it abundant nearby, began to attract American
settlers. In 1838, Richardson petitioned and received a large land grant in Marin County and, in 1841, he moved there to take up res
idence at Ranche Sauselito. Richardson Bay to the north bears his name.

The British Empire briefly entertained the idea of purchasing the bay from Mexico in 1841, claiming it would “Secure to Great Bri
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tain all the advantages of the finest port in the Pacific for her commercial speculations in time of peace, and in war for more easily se-
curing her maritime ascendency”. However little came of this, and San Francisco would become a prize of the United States rather
than that of British naval power.

On July 31, 1846, Yerba Buena doubled in population when about 240 Morman pioneers from the East coast arrived on the ship
Brooklyn, led by Sam Brannan. Brannan, also a member of the Mormen Church, would Later become well known for being the first
publicist of the California Gold Rush of 1849 and the first millionaire resulting from it.

US Navy Commodore John D Sloat claimed Californda for the United States on July 7, 1846, during the Mexican-American War,
and US Navy Captain John Berrien Montgomery and US Marine Second Licutenant Henry Bulls Watson of the USS Portsmouth ar-
rived to claim Yerba Buena two days laver by raising the flag over the town plaza, which iz now Portsmouth Square in honor of the
ship. Henry Bulls Watson was placed in command of the garrison there. In August 1846, Lt. Washington A. Bartlett was named al
calde of Yerba Buena. On January 30, 1847, Lv. Bartlett's proclamation changing the name Yerba Buena to San Franciseo took effect.
The city and the rest of California officially became American in 1848 by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which ended the Mexican-
American War, California was admitted to the U5, as a state on September 9, 1850 — the State of California soon chartered San
Francisco as both a City and a County.

Situated at the tip of 2 windswept peninsula without water or firewood, San Francteeo lacked most of the basic factlities for a 19th
century settlement, These natural disadvantages forced the town's residents to bring water, fuel and food to the site. The first of
many environmental transformations was the city’s rellance on filled marshlands for real estate. Much of the present downtown s
bailt over the former Yerba Buena Cove, granted to the city by military governor Stephen Watts Kearny in 1847,

The gold rush

The California gold rush starting in 1848 led to a large boom in indluding Between January
1848 and December 1849, the population of San Francisco increased from 1,000 to 25,000, The rapid growth continued through the
1850 and under the influence of the 1859 Comstock Lode silver discovery. This rapld growth complicated city planning effores, beav-
ing a legacy of narrow strects that continues to cause unique traffic problems today. San Francisco became America's largest city west
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Period after World War Il

After World War II, many American military personnel who fell in love with the city when they left for
or returning from the Pacific, settled in the city prompting the creation of the Sunset District and Vis-
itacion Valley. During this period, Caltrans commenced an aggressive freeway construction program
in the Bay Area. However, Caltrans soon encountered strong resistance in San Francisco, for the city's
high population density meant that virtually any right-of-way would displace a large number of
people. Caltrans tried to minimize displacement (and its land acquisition costs) by building double-
decker freeways, but the crude state of civil engineering at that time resulted in construction of some
embarrassingly ugly freeways which ultimately turned out to be seismically unsafe. In 1959, the
Board of Supervisors voted to halt construction of any more freeways in the city, an event known as
the Freeway Revolt. Although some minor modifications have been allowed to the ends of existing
freeways, the city’s anti-freeway policy has remained in place ever since. In 1989, the Loma Prieta
earthquake destroyed the Embarcadero Freeway and portions of the so-called Central Freeway. Over
the course of several referendums, San Francisco’s residents elected not to rebuild either structure.
The neighborhoods once covered by these freeways have been rebuilt, and the restoration of the Em-

barcadero, San Francisco’s historic bay waterfront, as a public space has been especially successful.
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